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The decisions of one economic agent affec[ those of others. The behavior of one 

economy influences rhe performance of ocher counrries The economy global1zes and 

th e economíc problems that seemed w be particular for certain geograph1cal or cultural 

environmenrs. coday look very simi lar in differenc concexrs In thar sense. econom1c 

[heory should be bui lc based on rhose phenomena that are not panicular cases bue 

racher general regulam1es: in other words. models w explain economic behavior should 

be based on assumpcions of racional behavior of economic agenrs maximizing [heir 

wellbeing in a srnchasuc and dynam1c environmenr. 

The search w cor.s trucc models w 1nterprec che reality of the Boltvian economy. and 

of Lhe coun Lnes chac form the Lacin American world . has been the premise on which 

chis j ournal was born. We hope [hat the papers included in this issue will help towards 

che ach1evemen c of chis imporrant objec[ive 

Wc are grateful LO che invesrigacors thac sent us their papers. and to [he referees rha[ 

speni thc1r time evaluating and conmbuting w 1mproving the d raf[s L1ke 1n the 

prev1ous 1ssue. we are 1 ndeb red ro Dr Carlos Gerke. Recwr of our Un iversny. and w al i 

the authonues of che Uni vers idad Católica Bol1v1ana chat supporced rhis publ icauon 

Our spec1al recognirion goes to Mero Ca rlos Rosso. Director of the Department of 

Cul Lure Without h1s collaborarion. th1s effon would nor have culminated successful ly 

We cxpress our gratefulness to che generous suppon of che lnsri cuc für Welcwinschafl in 

Germany 

To our co lleagues and friends thar today begin ro rhumb through ch is journal · bon 
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